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By Cynthia Matthews

On Saturday, April 11, over 
50 people gathered at the Hiram 
Arts Center in Hiram Village for 
a benefit concert to raise money to 
rebuild the Ridlon Schoolhouse, 
a one-room schoolhouse built be-
fore Maine even became a state.  
It is the oldest one-room school-
house in Hiram, and one of the 
few of this age in Maine. 

The Ridlon Schoolhouse was 
opened by the town in 1819, and 
was once located at 117 Brown-
field Road. In July of 2023, the 
owner of the Schoolhouse no 
longer wanted it, and was going 
to demolish it. A coalition of the 
Hiram Historical Society, the Os-
sipee Valley Fair and Tear Cap 

Rocking 
for Ridlon
School

Workshops was formed and were 
given a year to remove it from the 
property. Unfortunately, accord-
ing to Sally Williams, President of 
the Hiram Historical Society, the 
Schoolhouse could not be moved 
intact, but had to be deconstructed, 
taken down board by board. The 

work was done in May of 2024 by 
Scott Campbell of Maine Moun-
tain Post and Beam of Fryeburg, 
his son Jack, and Cliff Whitney, 
of Maine Hand Cut Granite, in Hi-
ram, with lots of volunteers. The 
original post and beam timbers 
were meticulously labeled, and are 

currently being stored at Tear Cap 
Workshops until the money can be 
raised to put the Schoolhouse back 
together at the Ossipee Valley Fair-
grounds, not far from where the 
original Schoolhouse stood. The 
estimated cost of Re-construction 

‘Archie’s Band’, from left, Bill Lenfest on keyboard, Lori Conway on guitar, Clay Neidlinger on harmonica 
and guitar, and Paul Mathieu on guitar. PHOTO BY CYNTHIA MATTHEWS

Pam and Werner Kabitzke demonstrate tools used in metal detection on April 11 in Newfield. 
PHOTO BY JOANNE BARGIONI

Local treasure 
hunter shares 
discoveries
By Joanne Bargioni

On Saturday, April 11, the 
Newfield Historical Society wel-
comed a full house for a special 
metal detecting program led by 
local enthusiast Werner Kabitzke 
of Newfield. Attendees gathered 
in the afternoon – many standing 
due to the crowd – to learn about 
the fascinating world of metal de-
tecting and Kabitzke’s adventures 
uncovering history beneath their 
feet. Metal detecting is a relaxing 
and potentially profitable hobby. 
Kabitzke says beginners should 
choose detectors based on target 
goals for instance, if you’re look-
ing for coins or you’re looking for 
gold, and look around hopeful lo-
cations, including beaches, parks, 
and old home sites.

Kabitzke, who has spent the last 
three years exploring York County 
with his metal detector, captivated 
listeners with tales of his discover-
ies. While he admitted that most of 
his time is spent digging up nails and 
pull tabs, the thrill of the hunt has 
kept him eager and engaged. Among 
his best finds are a metal shoe buck-

Restored funds ease 
increase to proposed 
York County budget  

When York County Commis-
sioners approved the proposed 
$31.64 million county operating 
budget for the next fiscal year 
April 8 and turned it over to the 
York County Budget Committee 
– the next step in the approval 
process – they did so after learn-
ing that some state funds for 
Maine’s 15 county jails would not 
be forthcoming. 

In the Legislature, not only was 
a bill designed to provide a more 
predictable annual county jail ap-
propriation seemingly off the ta-
ble, York County Commissioners 
learned the existing $2.4 million 
state jail allotment would be re-
duced by more than $400,000. 
Commissioners added the figure to 
the county budget to avert a short-
fall, which put the proposed over-
all  county  budget increase  at 10.6 
percent from the prior year, rather 
than just over 9 percent.

Then, five days later, came 
welcome news. Commission 
Chair Richard Dutremble said 
he’d received word that the Leg-
islature had found enough cash to 
restore state funding  to current 
year levels – in York County, to  
the original $2.4 million.

It is budget season in Maine 
– for counties that operate on a 
fiscal year, for municipalities, and 
the state Legislature. And while 
York County Government is in 
good financial condition, still, ev-
ery penny counts, and county of-
ficials say, predictable receipt of 
revenue helps.

The restoration of the 
$400,000 was good news at a time 
when  expenses are increasing  for 
everyone – electricity and other 
utility costs are up, as are insur-
ance, food costs  and other regular 
expenses – for individuals, fami-
lies, businesses  and governments 
– including counties. York Coun-
ty Government’s  electricity costs 
are poised to increase by about 
$600,000 in the fiscal year that 
begins July 1, following the expi-
ration of a multi-year contract.

York County Manager Greg 
Zinser said that the current way 
the state pays a share of county 
jail expenses that began with the 
2008  jail consolidation bill “is a 
band aid approach.” 

le dating back to 1750, a Civil War 
belt buckle, a gold ring, and various 
coins. These treasures, he explained, 
are reminders of the rich history hid-
den just below the surface.

During the program, Kabitzke 
shared practical advice for those 
interested in starting their own 
metal detecting journey. He high-
lighted the range of metal detec-

tors available on the market, not-
ing that entry-level models start at 
about $100, while more advanced 
versions can cost upwards of $500. 
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COMING EVENTS
AUTHOR TALK AND 

BOOK SIGNING  with award 
winning author Kate Flora at Lim-
erick Public Library on Sat. April 
18 at 11 a.m. Located at 55 Wash-
ington Street, Limerick.

Bonney Memorial Library 
in Cornish, is hosting a FREE 
AUTHOR TALK AND BOOK 
SIGNING on Saturday, April 18 
from 1-2:30 p.m. “Making Do: 
Writing Childhood in Older Age” 
features Charlotte Fullham and 
Jessica Esch in conversation about 
Charlotte’s debut book: “Zippo: 
Ventures of a Curious Child.” 
FREE admission; refreshments; 
book sale and signing following 
the conversation. 

MEET AND GREET WITH 
NIRAV SHAH, former head of 
National CDC is running for Gov-
ernor. Hosted by the Sacopee Com-
munity Forum on Sunday, April 
12 from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Cornish 
Town Hall, Route 25. Doors open 
at 2:30 p.m.

The Historical Society of New-
field is hosting a CHILDREN’S 
VICTORIAN TEA TIME on 
Saturday, April 18 from 1 to 3 
PM at 64 Elm St. Come and learn 
about Victorian tea times with your 
children. Join honored guest, Mrs. 
Ruth Durfee for tea and treats. 
Children must be accompanied by 
an adult. FMI contact 229-9245.

SHOP YOUR WINTER 
BLUES AWAY CRAFT FAIR on 
Saturday, April 18 from 9 a.m.-2 
p.m. at the Alfred Parish Church, 8 
Kennebunk Road. We will have 18 
vendors and proceeds from table 
sales and raffles will be donated to 
Maine Children’s Cancer Program.

BAR MILLS COMMUNITY 
CHURCH   IS CELEBRATING  
20 YEARS at 13 Hermit Thrush 
Dr. in Buxton, on April 19, during 
the 10 a.m. Worship Service. Af-
ter the service a light lunch   will 
be served, where we can reminisce 
about “old times” and renew our 
friendships. We hope you can join 

for Waterboro residents. Applica-
tions available at Waterboro Town 
Hall. Email: garden@waterboro-
maine.gov for more information.

LET’S EAT!
BEAN SUPPER On Sat., 

Apr 18, from 4 to 6 p.m., St. Mat-
thew’s Knights of Columbus will 
host a Bean Supper at 19 Dora Ln.  
Menu:   beans (2 types), hot dogs, 
sliced ham, coleslaw, casseroles, 
bread, drinks & dessert. Adults are 
$12; Children 6-12 are $6; Children 
5 & under are free; Families are $30. 

St. Thomas School, with the help  
of the Knights of Columbus, will 
host their MONTHLY PUBLIC 
BEAN SUPPER starting on Sat-
urday, April 18 from 4:30-6 p.m. at 
the St. Thomas School cafeteria on 
69 North Avenue in Sanford.  Serv-
ing beans, ham, hot dogs, American 
chop suey, cole slaw, rolls, bever-
ages and dessert. Cost: $10 each or 
$6 for children under 12 years old. 
Proceeds to benefit the school.  FMI 
contact Ray at (207) 651-6636.

FREE COMMUNITY DIN-
NER Public Welcome at Goodwins 
Mills Advent Christian Church, 503 
Goodwins Mills Road on Route 
35. Serving 4:30-6 p.m. APRIL 
18: Shepherd’s Pie, Cole Slaw and 
Macaroni Salad, rolls, fruit cups 
and chocolate chip cookies.

HADDOCK SUPPER BUF-
FET - Saturday, April 25 at 5 p.m. at 
Living Waters Church, Parker Farm 
Road, Buxton.  Suggested dona-
tion: $10 Adult, $5 Child, $20 Fam-
ily. We will offer the option of take-
out containers for those who do not 
want to come inside for seating.

The Acton-Shapleigh Lion’s  
Club MONTHLY PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST the first Saturday 
of every month (Next May 2). $7 
includes pancakes (plain or blue-
berry), scrambled eggs, sausages, 
toast, orange juice, beans, and cof-
fee, tea, and milk. The breakfast 
will be served from 8 to 9:30 a.m. 
at the Shapleigh Community Center 
at 24 Back Road, Shapleigh, next 
door to the Shapleigh Town Hall.

BEAN SUPPER Massabesic 
Lions monthly dine-in or take-out 
the 2nd Saturday of the month (next 
on May 9), 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the 
Lions Regional Medical Center, 
813 Main St. Waterboro. Adults 
$10. Children 5 to 12 are $7, kids 4 
and under are free. Kidney and pea 
beans, chop suey, ham, hot dogs, 
coleslaw, “our homemade” biscuits 
and a variety of desserts.  

WATERBORO COMMU-
NITY PANTRY 26 Townhouse 
Road, East Waterboro. Open the 
first Tuesday of month from 4 to 7 
p.m. all other Tuesdays from 1 to 4 
p.m. Donations needed!

NEWFIELD FOOD CUP-
BOARD AND VILLAGE 
FRIDGE  are open and available 
to all 24/7/365 at the Newfield 
Community Church, 643 Water 
St. (Route 11), outside the side en-
trance facing the town office. Do-
nations welcome. FYI 229-9245, 
newfieldcc@gmail.com.

The CORNER CUPBOARD 
which offers personal care, paper, 
cleaning, household, and baby 
items to anyone in need, is open the 
3rd Saturday of each month at the 
Sanford UU Church, 5 Lebanon St., 
Sanford, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Bring your own bag.   

COMMUNITY CAFÉ  at 
Southern Maine Agency on Aging, 
2nd and 4th Friday, at 21 Bradeen 
Street, Springvale (Use the entrance 
on Bodwell Ct.) and the 1st  and 
3rd Wednesday at Mayflower Place, 
27 Mayflower Drive, Sanford. Call 
396-6500. Suggested donation $8.

plants available for sale.  New this 
year - Fairy Garden Kits.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OF NEWFIELD ONLINE 
SPRING AUCTION May 12-18. 
Many great items and gift certif-
icates for many of the local busi-
nesses. View the auction now and 
register to participate by visiting 
https://HSoN2026.auctria.events. 
Your support will help with the 
maintenance of historic buildings 
and introduce technology so that 
they can record their presentations 
and catalog artifacts for ease of ac-
cess. All are welcome and for more 
information you can email: New-
fieldHistorical@gmail.com.

CALLING    ALL QUIL-
TERS. The Bar Mills Community 
Church is having their semi annu-
al quilt show on Saturday, August 
2 from 9-2. If you would like to 
display a quilt please call Judy @ 
207-929-5555. There will be ven-
dors and lunch that day.

LIMERICK HISTORICAL 
CRAFT FAIR July 18 from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m., vendors wanted. 
Space inside or outdoors available. 
For more information visit https://
www.limerickmainehistorical.org.

CALLING  ALL QUILTERS. 
The Bar Mills Community Church 
is having their semi annual quilt 
show on Saturday, Aug. 2 from 9 
a.m.-2 p.m.. If you would like to 
display a quilt, call Judy at 207-
929-5555. There will be vendors 
and lunch that day.

COMMUNITY GARDEN 
BEDS AVAILABLE Would you 
like to grow vegetables or flowers 
but have no room or inadequate 
sunshine? Waterboro Community 
Garden has beds available for rent 

Email non-profit event listings to: news@waterbororeporter.com

 
CALENDAR

    Community

us. Any questions, email sjdyer@
sacoriver.net.

Parsonsfield Seminary (Par 
Sem) will be holding the annu-
al YARD, BOOK AND BAKE 
SALE Saturday May 2, 8 a.m.-2 
p.m. rain date Sunday May 3, 8 a.m. 
-2 p.m. at 504 North Road (route 
160) North Parsonsfield. Nonprof-
it. All proceeds go to maintaining 
and restoring the buildings.

Hollis Center Public Library  
BOOK, BAKE & CRAFT SALE 
at Hollis Center Church, 388 Hol-
lis Road, Saturday May 2, 9 a.m.-
1 p.m. Interested in participating, 
contact Heidi Lynch for more 
information: Helynch2@gmail.
com or (207) 391-9727.

BOOK SIGNING Sean 
Grimes, a local author and mem-
ber of our writing group, will be 
having a book signing on May 6, 
a Wednesday night, from 5-7 p.m. 
at the Hollis Center Pubic Library, 
14 Little Falls Road, Hollis Center. 
For more info visit www.hollis-
centerpubliclibrary.org or call 207-
929-3911.

HISTORICAL PROGRAM 
WWII Maine soldiers buried in 
the Netherlands in the Margraten 
Cemetery are not forgotten. Sol-
diers’ graves are adopted and cared 
for by grateful Holland citizens. 
Program hosted by the Limerick 
Historical Society on May 7  at the 
Congregational Church at 7 p.m.

The Buxton Garden Club is 
holding its ANNUAL PLANT 
SALE on Saturday, May 9 from 9 
a.m. to 12 p.m. at the parking lot of 
the Dennett, Craig & Pate Funeral 
Home at the corner of Rt 4A and 
Rt 202 in Buxton. There will be 
perennials, native plants and house 

Follow us on
Facebook and

Instagram!
Lorem Ipsum

Celebrate your 
special occasions

with us!

MENU AT WWW.MESERVESMARKET.ORG

MESERVE’S
MARKET

VILLAGE GROCERS SINCE 1865 • WELLS, MAINE

Open Mon-Sat 6:30AM-8PM

207-360-2060
586 Quarry Road, Wells

$2.00 OFF
ANY LARGE PIZZA OR SUB*
*SUB MUST BE MADE TO ORDER. Valid only with 
this ad in hand. One per order. EEXXPP  55//3311//2266

ONLINE RESERVATIONS: www.rivertapandgrill.com      
E AT  LO C A LE AT  LO C A L  •   •  D R I N K  LO C A LD R I N K  LO C A L

52 GOLF COURSE LANE, HOLLIS

Now taking 
Mother’s Day 
Reservations!

VOTED 2025 GOLD WINNER OF PORTLAND RADIO GROUP’S  

“BEST OF THE 207” award for 
Specialty Cocktails • Outdoor Dining • Brunch
                              SILVER WINNER: All-Around Restaurant • Steak
                                  BRONZE WINNER: Bloody Mary • Happy Hour

NOW OPEN!

,

     

Public
always

welcome!
Call 929-5233 for a tee time

www.salmonfallscountryclub.com

HOURS: TUE.-SAT. 11-9; SUN. 9-8 (BRUNCH 9-2)   298-9620

CRIBBAGECRIBBAGE  THURSDAYSTHURSDAYS
   FMI email: info@salmonfallscountryclub.com

LUNCHLUNCH  TUE-SAT 11AMTUE-SAT 11AM
HAPPY  HOURHAPPY  HOUR  TUE-THU & SUN 3-5TUE-THU & SUN 3-5

BRUNCHBRUNCH  SUN 9AM-2PMSUN 9AM-2PM
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WORKS!

SANFORD

EMAIL NON-PROFIT 
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news@waterbororeporter.com.

  Thursday, May 29, 2025  PAGE 5REPORTER

Call or text: 207-651-9269 
Email: mdinme@gmail.com
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TOWN OF SHAPLEIGH
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

Saturday, May 31st @ 10:00am
Shapleigh Community Center

24 Back Road, Shapleigh, Maine

FOR COPY OF THE MEETING 
WARRANT PLEASE VISIT: 

www.shapleigh.net

TOWN OF ACTON NOTICE
Election Day is Tuesday, June 10, 2025
Polls will be open from 8:00am to 

8:00pm at 35 H Road, Acton.
Voters will choose (1) Selectman, Assessor and Overseer 

of the Poor, (1) District One Road Commissioner and 
(1) School Committee Member. Voters will also decide 
on (1) Referendum question, regarding the York County 

Sheriff’s Department Deputy Contract and Vehicle.
Absentee Ballots are now available in the Town Clerk’s Office.
For complete Election information, including sample 

ballots please visit www.actonmaine.org

This house is one of the houses on the tour, originally the home 
of Frank Hubbard, the overseer of the Spinning Room, and his wife 

Lila. Many remember it as Dr. Paul Marsten’s home and office. 
His office was on the second floor. He was one of the last Doctors 

to make house calls. PHOTO BY CYNTHIA MATTHEWS

in the early 2000s. “The old bridge 
railings can be found around town 
in various locations,” she said.  
Former Historical Society Presi-
dent Sylvia Pease added that when 
she was little, a boy got his head 
stuck in between the rails! Stanley 
continued, “The lights in front of 
History House came from the old 
bridge.”  The road was also recon-
figured, and now hides the upper 
falls underneath.  

It is at this river location that the 
Kezar Falls Woolen Mill was built 
in 1880 by John Deveraux, Eli-
jah Fox and George Towle. They 
brought in Allen Garner, originally 
from Ireland, who learned about 
the milling business in England, 
and had been living in Lewiston. 
He brought experience to the mill, 
set up machinery and ran produc-
tion. “By 1882, they produced 
88,552 yards of cloth,” Stanley 
explained. It was powered by wa-

terwheel until 1893, when an Ed-
ison Steam Turbine was installed. 
This provided power not only for 
cloth production, but lighting for 
the mill and lights for Towle’s 
store (what is today, the Stanley 
building), and the homes of Garner 
and Deveraux, as well as homes 
nearby. “Kezar Falls Light and 
Power was formed in 1909,” said 
Stanley, and power was provided 
to the Village area. “When I was 
little, sometimes the lights would 
arc,” Stanley told the group. “My 
father used to say that eels must’ve 
clogged up the grates by the water 
wheels.”  

Stanley continued to explain 
that the Woolen Mill had a siren at 
the top, which rang at the start and 
end of each shift, and at noon for 
lunch. “It also rang at 9 p.m., and 
all the kids in town knew that was 
time to go home,” she said.  Cur-
few. It also sounded as a fire alarm, 
with the number of whistles signi-
fying where the fire was located.  
“One was for the mill, two for Par-

sonsfield, three for Porter, four for 
South Hiram and five for outside 
of the village corporation,” Stanley 
explained.  The mill stopped oper-
ating in 2000.  

The original Stanley build-
ing was built by George Towle 
in 1886. It was a 3 story building 
with a mansard roof. “The original 
building was damaged by fire in 
1932,” Stanley explained.  “When 
it was rebuilt. The mansard roof 
was replaced by the flat roof we 
see today.”  

 The little green building and 
the brick building next to the Stan-
ley building have housed many 
businesses over the years. Origi-
nally, there was a dry goods store 
here, run by the Foxes, then by the 
Edgecombs, according to Stanley.  
“Eventually, it was replaced by a 
two story wooden structure called 
the Norton Block,” she said. The 
Norton block once held the post 
office, George French’s photogra-
phy studio, and Carl Hammond’s 
watch shop, and it was the original 
home of the Kezar Falls Library.  
Unfortunately the building was de-
stroyed by a fire in 1970.  

The building next door, where 
Sugar and Spice bakery is today, 
was the home of George Towle, 
and then Sid Griffith. “It stood for 
100 years,” said Stanley, “and was 
razed in 1969.” It became the lo-
cation of the Lovejoy agency, then 
the Village Jewelers, and many 
others over the years.

“The next building was origi-
nally a cape owned by Harry Giv-
ens,” said Stanley. “With the mill 
booming, there was a need for 
housing,” she explained, “and the 
Givens rented out part of the build-
ing to mill workers.” She contin-
ued, “It later served as an outlet 
store for the Woolen Mill… Ye 
Olde Wool Shoppe.” Stanley told 
the group that the building  was 
once robbed, and there was a “se-
cret code” then used by phone to 
alert police of a robbery!  

Next door was originally the 
home of Frank Hubbard, the over-
seer of the Spinning Room, and 
his wife Lila. “Many remember it 
as Dr. Paul Marsten’s home and 

office,” Stanley said. His office 
was on the second floor. He served 
Kezar Falls for over 50 years, and 
according to Stanley, “He was one 
of the last Doctors to make house 
calls.”

The brick house next to that is 
the only brick home in Kezar Falls, 
built by Elias Newbegin in 1840. 
Next to that, a duplex, “which has 
been there as long as I can remem-
ber,” said Stanley, then another 
home built in 1840, a cape with 
a center chimney with a carved 
block in the chimney showing its 
date! “This house was originally 
owned by Nathanial Warren,” said 
Stanley, “and later was owned by 
Norm Edgecomb. Norm and his 
brothers ran Goodwin’s grocery 
store across the river.”

Next is a house with a mansard 
roof, which many in the group said 
was one of their favorite houses 
in Kezar Falls. “This house was 
built by John Deveraux [one of the 
founders of the mill] before 1909,” 
said Stanley.  “Later, Dr. Frank 
and Evelyn Deveraux lived here, 
and were both instrumental in the 
building of the library.” Stanley 
added that later residents added 
a swimming pool, in the barn – 
many wonder if it’s still there?

The following home was built 
by Alan Garner, the grandson of 
the first Garner from England 
who came to run the mill. “He 
married Eleanor Cypher,” Stanley 
explained, “Eleanor was the librar-
ian. Both belonged to many civic 
organizations and were examples 
of giving back to the community.”

The house next door is a great 
example of Greek Revival archi-
tecture. It was the home of Fred 
and Annie Mitchell. “Fred took 
the stagecoach every morning to 
Cornish to work,” Stanley told the 
group. Later the house was owned 
by Harry and Sophronia Burbank.  
“Harry ran the stage between Cor-
nish and Kezar,” said Stanley.  His 
son John later owned the home.  
“He ran the laundromat on the Por-
ter side of the river, was town con-
stable for Porter and did odd jobs 
on the side.”

Many on the tour recognized 

the Milliken School, which later 
served as the Parsonsfield Town 
Office. It was built in 1925, and 
closed in 1986, when South Hi-
ram Elementary School was built.  
It is now vacant. “Who was it 
named for?” Stanley asked the 
group. “Was it named for Gover-
nor Milliken? Or a local boy, AH 
Milliken?” Stanley admitted that 
she couldn’t find the answer. Be-
fore the Milliken School, anoth-
er school was built here in 1831. 
It was moved around the corner 
to Stewart Street and turned into 
apartments, and still stands today.

Across the street was the home 
of Fred Weeman, who ran a can-
dy shop next to the home. “He 
also made his own potato chips 
and sold them for 5 cents a bag.  I 
imagine he did a great business, lo-
cated across from the school!” said 
Stanley.

“The next grand building was 
built by William Garner in 1909,” 
explained Stanley.  “This is a great 
example of a Queen Anne Victo-
rian, with the tower, porches, and 
mixture of treatments such as clap-
board and shingle.” Stanley shared 
that this home once had an eleva-
tor, as William’s wife was not well. 
The elevator has recently been 
removed and the new owners are 
planning on reviving the stairway 
that was originally there.

Unfortunately, the tour was cut 
short, as it began to rain. Stanley 
decided it would be best to stop the 
tour and finish it at another time. 
This might not be until next year, 
but if you are interested, keep your 
eye out for postings and announce-
ments from the Parsonsfield Porter 
Historical Society. Visit their web-
site for upcoming events: https://
parsonsfieldporterhistorical.org. 

The Parsonsfield-Porter His-
torical Society’s home, History 
House, 92 Main Street in Porter, 
will be open on Mondays from 10 
a.m. to noon during July and Au-
gust for folks to visit their library, 
research room, or chat with their 
knowledgeable Board Members. 
You can also visit by appointment 
- email the society at pphs@par-
sonsfieldporterhistorical.org.

KEZAR FALLS
(Continued from page 1)

COMMUNITY CUP Tuesdays 
9 to 10 a.m. Free coffee, donuts and 
conversation at Southern Maine 
Agency on Aging at 21 Bradeen 
Street, Springvale.

ST. THERESE FOOD CLOS-
ET open every Thursday from 12 
to 2 p.m. at 66 North Ave., San-
ford, directly behind the St Therese 
Church in the gray trailer.

ST. MATTHEW CHURCH 
FOOD PANTRY at 19 Dora Lane, 
in Limerick OPEN every Tuesday 
from10 am to noon and the first 
Monday of the month from 6 to 7 
p.m. FMI call 793-2244.

ONGOING EVENTS 
ADULT COED VOLLEY-

BALL every Wednesday night at 
the Line School, 818 Water Street, 
West Newfield, from 7 p.m.-9 
p.m.   Questions? contact Dan 
McAllister at 247-8857.

NEWFIELD MUSIC JAM-
BOREE Town Hall, 23 So. Eff-
ingham Road, 1st Saturday of the 
month May-October. Winter hours 
1 to 3:30 p.m. Free, open to pub-
lic. Spectators welcome. All family 
friendly music. FMI call 468-1491.

RED HAT LADIES Wom-
en 50+ Enjoy Comradery, Card 
Games, Meals Out, Bowling, Mini 
Golf, Movies etc. Tuesday Card 
Games at 12:30 p.m.: Pay Me & 
Scat. Bring a snack to share.   We 
take turns meeting at member’s 
homes; you are not obligated to 
offer your home. FMI Diane Dunn 
207-229-6135.

CRIBBAGE CLUB Wednes-
days, from 6-7:30 p.m. at the 
Lyman Community Library. All 
ages, all skill levels. FMI: 207-
499-7114.

WRITING GROUP opened 
to all levels and genres. Meetings 
first and third Fridays of the month, 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Hol-
lis Center Library, 14 Little Falls 
Road. Call 929-6817 FMI.

TOWN OF ALFRED
PLANNING BOARD  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Monday, May 4, 2026, at 6:30 pm at 

Alfred Town Hall, 16 Saco Road, Alfred
In preparation for the June 13, 2026, Town Meeting  

warrant, a public hearing will be held to address  
proposed ordinance changes which would add, amend or 

replace various provisions of  the Code of  the Town  
of  Alfred regarding: 

• Zoning 160-14 Definition – Amend language for:  
Adult Day Care Program. Home-Based Business,   

Rock Quarry, Removal of  Automobile Graveyards/ 
Junkyards and Subsurface Sewage Disposal System 

• 160-119 Delete all language within Section 160-119 
Automobile Graveyards/Junkyards

• 160-145 Land Use Permit Required – Add language 
related to outstanding violations on property. 
• Land Use Table – Rock Quarry not allowed  

in any district
• Ordinance to Amend Various Provisions of  the Code 
of  the Town of  Alfred to Remove Board of  Appeals’ 

Jurisdiction to Review Planning Board Decisions and to 
provide a Direct Right of  Appeal to Superior Court
• Readoption of  the Code of  the Town of  Alfred, as  
previously adopted by Article 9 of  the June 22, 2005, 
Special Town Meeting; along with all ordinances and 

regulations of  a general and permanent nature adopted 
since that date; together with a change of  numbering, 
formatting and stylizing thereof  and incorporation of  

revisions indicated in the Code Adoption Ordinance and 
Schedule A, and the entire text of  which is set forth in the 

Final Draft of  the Code of  the Town of  Alfred
• Subdivision – Amended Ordinance: The Town of  Alfred  

shall not accept any new road or right-of-way created 
through the subdivision process as a public way. This applies 

only to new subdivisions approved after June 13, 2026
Additional information regarding the  

proposed changes is available for review  
on the Town’s website at www.alfredme.gov  
and at the Town Clerk’s Office in the Alfred  
Town Hall during regular business hours.

KASPRZAK
INSURANCE
ASSOCIATES, INC.

Auto • Home • Life • Business • Health

RTE. 5 • NO. WATERBORO, ME 04061

247-4959

Summer camp 
registration open

Sanford Parks & Recreation 
Summer Camp registration is now 
open, and families can choose 
from several engaging options:

• Carl J Lamb School Camp 
(Grades Pre K-3) 

• Sanford Pride Elementary 
School Camp (Grades Pre K-3) 

• Sanford Middle School Boys 
Camp (Grades 4-6)

• Memorial Gym Girls Camp 
(Grades 4-6)

• Outdoor Only Springvale 
Playground Camp (Grades Pre K 
- 6)

• Summer Jr. Camp Counselor 
Program (Ages 13-15 Years)

Each camp is unique in its own 
way and registrations includes 
one field trip and a camp day at 
Springvale Rec area each week. 
To learn more about each camp 
program, fees or to register visit 
https://sanfordme.myrec.com.

Cleaning up the Sanford roundabout
Pictured at the South Sanford Roundabout are, from left, Lawrence Furbish, Bob Myott, John Stimmell
To win a battle you need the right weapon. In this case, winning the battle of completing a South San-
ford Roundabout clean-up the weapon of choice is a trash picker. Yes the four person clean-up team 
volunteers pictured above, including Bridget Salantri, are still smiling after a half hour of completing 

the Saturday, April 4, south Sanford Roundabout Clean-Up. Gone are the cigarette butts, plastic cups, 
papers, and even an automobile muffler! All was safely carted away to the Sanford dump.  

With coordinated efforts from the Sanford Springvale Rotary Club and Sanford/Springvale Beautifica-
tion Program, progress is underway to complete minor improvements such as providing a three foot 

 

Pictured left to right at the South Sanford Roundabout are: Lawrence Furbish, Bob Myott, John Stimmell  

To win a battle you need the right weapon. In this case, winning the battle of completing a South 
Sanford Roundabout clean-up the weapon of choice is a trash picker. Yes the four person clean-up team 
volunteers pictured above, including Bridget Salantri, are still smiling after a half hour of completing the 
Saturday, April 4, south Sanford Roundabout Clean-Up. Gone are the cigarette butts, plastic cups, 
papers, and even an automobile muffler! All was safely carted away to the Sanford dump.   

With coordinated efforts from the Sanford Springvale Rotary Club and Sanford/Springvale Beautification 
Program, progress is underway to complete minor improvements such as providing a three foot wide 
mulch border around the Roundabout’s perimeter to provide a neater noticeable difference enjoyed by 
residents.    

So if you don’t have plans on Saturday, May 2 at 7 AM, why not join the clean-up efforts to tidy up the 
Roundabout? Join us if you can!  

  

wide mulch border around the 
Roundabout’s perimeter to pro-
vide a neater noticeable differ-
ence enjoyed by residents. You 
can join the clean-up efforts to 

tidy up the Roundabout on  
Saturday, May 2 at 7 a.m. 

PHOTO BY BRIDGET SALANTRI
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is $25,000. The Historical Society 
needs $10,000 to start. The stored 
timbers will rot if not used soon!  
They are exposed and need to be 
protected. So far, the Historical 
Society has raised over $3,000 
from various activities, such as 
fairs, and other donations, but 
needs your help!   

One of the volunteers for the 
deconstruction was Clay Nei-
dlinger of Hiram. Neidlinger is a 
good friend of Cliff Whitney’s.  
He initially heard about the proj-
ect from an ad in the Shopping 
Guide, and signed up to help.  “I 
stayed, and helped take it down 
until it was done,” Neidlinger said. 
Neidlinger had been running Open 
Mic Nights at Archie’s Strike and 
Spare in Parsonsfield, and Wil-
liams approached him about do-
ing a concert.  Neidlinger reached 
out to some of the musicians he 
knew and pretty soon, “there were 
not enough slots for all the musi-
cians!” He asked a few friends to 
form a band with him, to lessen 
the number of slots and maximize 
the number of musicians. Because 
they knew each other from Ar-
chie’s, they decided to call them-
selves, “Archie’s Band!”  

Neidlinger was the MC for 

the evening, and told that story to 
the audience to get things start-
ed. “Most of these folks are used 
to people talking while they’re 
playing,” he told the crowd. He 
then introduced Williams, who 
explained that during the decon-
struction, it was discovered that 
the Schoolhouse, “which we all 
knew as a red building, was, in 
fact, white!” There was evidence 
that the Schoolhouse was built 
before 1819, and “must have been 
part of someone’s home.” In fact, 
it was originally designated as the 
“Stanley’s” school district, and 
had 6 students. William Stanley, a 
mill builder, died in 1822 at age 
46. Samuel Ridley (Ridlon) was
his successor – and that’s how the
Ridlon Schoolhouse got its name!
In 1916, a “new” school was built,
which is now the Hiram Town
Office. Now that you know the
history, you can appreciate why
they want to rebuild this iconic
building.

Williams thanked Scott Camp-
bell, his son Jack, and Cliff Whit-
ney, who were all in the audience, 
for their dedication and hard 
work. She also thanked “all the 
musicians here tonight, who have 
donated their time and talents.”

The concert then began, with 
each musician given a 30 minute 
set. First up was Carlton Ming 

on keyboard. Ming started with 
“It’s alright to have a good time” 
by Curtis Mayfield and the Im-
pressions. He played a couple of 
instrumental pieces as well.  He 
told the audience he was original-
ly from Bermuda, and has been 
living in Maine for 60 years! “I’m 
still not a real Mainer” he said.  
His last song had an island feel to 
it, “One Day”, an anti-war song by 
Matisyahu, expressing hope for an 
end to violence and a prayer for 
peace and understanding.   

Next up was rhythm guitarist 
Pedro Pereira, whom Neidlinger 
says “gets people pumped up.”  
Pereira currently lives in Silver 
Lake, New Hampshire, but is 
originally from the Azores. He 
played a few cover songs, such as 
“Fly me to the moon” – “with all 
the talk about the moon” – and a 
couple of original tunes, such as 
“Died a Happy Man” and “You 
Shine,” which included the line, 
“You are the light in my dark 
world.” – “I thought I’d do a sweet 
song for this fundraiser,” he said.  
He ended his set with his own, 
powerful version of “I still haven’t 
found what I’m looking for.” Very 
interesting and unique, it had the 
audience captivated.

Guitarist Stephen Tremblay 
followed, whom Neidlinger de-
scribed as “playing folk with his 

original stamp on it.” Tremblay 
himself said, “I’m used to sing-
ing in places where people aren’t 
really listening, like at Archie’s 
– people are bowling, yelling to
each other across the room, etc.”
He told the audience he likes to
do cover tunes in his own style.
He played, “Tied to the Whipping
Post” among others, and a couple
of originals.  There were a lot of
heads bobbing and foot tapping
happening while he played.

The concert ended with Ar-
chie’s band, made up of Lori Con-
way on guitar, Bill Lenfest on key-
board, Clay Neidliner on guitar 
and harmonica, and Paul Mathieu 
on guitar. They started with an 
original, composed by Neidlinger, 
“Right Here in Hiram.” In the 
song, Neidlinger mentioned many 
features of the town – the Nar-
row Gauge Railway that stretched 
from Hiram to Harrison, Hussey 
Mill and store, apples, the cotton 
store, Hiram Hills, the river and 
River Road, Hiram Falls, and of 
course, the Ridlon Schoolhouse!  
Neidlinger explained, “We each 
picked a couple of songs, and 
will support each other,” Nei-
dlinger said. Conway was next 
with “Me and Bobby McGee” by 
Janis Joplin, then Lenfest, who 
loves Hank Williams according 
to Neidlinger, sang, “Move it on 

“Because (the state funds) 
are contingent on special appro-
priations; it is not a guaranteed, 
predictable source…. It is wholly 
dependent on the will of the Leg-
islature,” said Zinser.

York County Commissioners – 
and  the Maine County Commis-
sioners Association, among oth-
ers,  had hope for LD 2232, which 
would have provided a regular 
amount of annual state jail fund-
ing to the counties, but, Dutremble 
noted, while legislators he spoke 
with said they realize a solution 
should be found, that apparently 
won’t happen this time around. 

In the fiscal year that begins 
July 1, York County will con-
tribute $12.5 million to run York 
County Jail, in addition to the $2.4 
million state contribution.

And because it wasn’t until 
several days after commissioners 
transmitted the spending plan to 
the York County Budget Com-
mittee that it was learned the 
$400,000 in state funds would be 
forthcoming,  the budget board 
will deal with that matter in their 
upcoming meetings, with times 
and dates to be announced.

With the funds restored, the 
overall proposed budget increase 
is poised to be slightly more  than 
9 percent – about four percent less 

Over.” Neidlinger picked it back 
up with “The Night they drove old 
dixie down.” Mathieu then sang, 
“Country Roads” with much au-
dience participation. Neidlinger 
then sang “Can’t Hurry Love,” 
and Mathieu ended the night 
with “I shall be released” by Bob 
Dylan. 

The audience offered a rau-
cous round of applause. Smiles 
were everywhere, and several 
folks lingered to chat with each 
other or the musicians. It was a 
great evening for a great cause.

If you were not able to attend 
but would like to contribute, go to 
the Historical Society’s website, 
https://www.hiramhistoricalso-
ciety.org/ridlon-schoolhouse and 
print out the form or donate online. 
You can also mail a check to HHS, 
PO Box 101, Hiram, ME 04041.  

Interested in volunteering to 
rebuild the Schoolhouse when 
the time comes? Call Cliff Whit-
ney at 207-625-8241. For more 
info about the Schoolhouse, or to 
volunteer, contact Sally Williams, 
Hiram Historical Society Presi-
dent and Town Historian, at 207-
615-4390 or visit the Historical
Society’s website, www.hiramhis-
toricalsociety.org.

This Schoolhouse will be used 
as an educational resource for all, 
according to Williams.

than the 13.64 percent increase in 
the prior year, even with a county 
appropriation of  $1.85 million for 
the York County Recovery Center, 
which is poised to open gradually 
in late 2026 or early 2027. 

The budget includes one new 
position in the facilities depart-
ment; it is a full time post, but the 
worker would not be hired until 
halfway through the fiscal year.

It also includes a new, $20,000 
allocation to aid a York County 
Community Action transporta-
tion program aimed at providing 
bus rides for senior citizens and 
veterans to medical appointments 

and grocery shopping in 13-14 
York County municipalities. An-
other piece of the program pro-
vides rides to medical appoint-
ments for York County residents 
through volunteer drivers and 
some YCCAC buses, primarily 
to those who do not qualify for 
MaineCare. The allocation, said 
YCCAC Transportation Director 
Tom Reinauer, would draw down 
$40,000 in federal funds. 

Commissioners approved the 
request in a 3-2 vote, with com-
missioners Donna Ring, Robert 
Andrews and Justin Chenette in 

favor, with Richard Clark and Du-
tremble voting against.

Clark said he respects the work 
YCCAC does and what they’re 
trying to do, but not the process 
for approving such requests. He 
noted that a dozen years ago, York 
County removed social service re-
quests from the budget – a move 
Clark said he wasn’t happy with. 
The question now, he said, is how 
commissioners determine who 
among the needy get funding.

– By Tammy Wells,
York County government media

RIDLON SCHOOL
(Continued from page 1)

COUNTY BUDGET
(Continued from page 1)
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For beginners, he recommended 
watching instructional YouTube 
videos and seeking guidance from 
experienced hobbyists.

Kabitzke emphasized the im-
portance of ethics and respect 
when metal detecting. While per-
mits are not required, he urged ev-
eryone to always ask permission 
before searching on private prop-
erty and to ensure they leave no 
trace of their activity. “When you 
finish,” he said, “it should look 
like you have never been there.”

The event also brought togeth-
er seasoned and aspiring treasure 
hunters. Penny Hanson and her 
husband Victor, from Parsons-
field, shared their enthusiasm for 
the hobby and attended the pro-
gram in hopes of picking up a few 
pointers. The sense of camara-
derie and curiosity was apparent 
as the audience exchanged ques-
tions, stories, and tips.

After a long Maine winter, 
Kabitzke remarked that metal 
detecting is a wonderful way to 
get outdoors, enjoy the fresh air, 
and connect with local history. 
The Newfield Historical Society’s 
program proved a hit, inspiring 
attendees to embark on their own 
adventures and perhaps unearth 
the next piece of the past. 

If you are interested in metal 
detecting and would like to get in 
touch with Werner Kabitzke, you 
can reach him at 207-793-4006.

METAL DETECTING
(Continued from page 1)

Some of the finds that Werner Kabitzke unearthed in the local York County area. Attendees of the April 
11 event admired the artifacts and asked many questions. PHOTO BY JOANNE BARGIONI

Watch the 
Aries public 
forum on 
youtube

On Thursday, April 2, Aries 
Clean Technologies hosted a pub-
lic forum at the Sanford Perform-
ing Arts Center to share details 
about the proposed project and re-
spond to questions and concerns 
from attendees. A recording of 
the forum is now available on the 
WSSRTV YouTube channel for 
those interested in learning more 
and hearing the full discussion.

The event begins with a for-
mal presentation covering key 
topics, including biosolids man-
agement, a PFAS overview, the 
proposed Aries project, commu-
nity health considerations, air 
and water quality, odor and noise 
control, environmental protection 
measures, and information about 
the Linden facilities and finances. 
This is followed by a public ques-
tion-and-answer session. 

If you were unable to attend 
but want to learn more about this 
project and the broader biosolids 
challenges facing Maine, you are 
encouraged to watch the record-
ing of the event at: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=KoeLD-
iSPA-A.
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PREMIUM SELF STORAGE UNITS
IN SOUTHERN MAINE

RENT QUALITY SELF STORAGE UNITS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

Sanford  207.850.1051 Kezar Falls 207.625.2144
Springvale  207.324.1644 Baldwin 207.625.7867
Airport SS  207.324.8440 Hollis 207.727.9002
Route 1   207.985.3300 Waterboro 207.280.8600

www.SafeStorageMaine.com

545 Main St., Waterboro
(207) 247-6328

316 US Route One - Unit B, York
(207) 703-0415

Call Mary 
Ross at 

247-6328

WE ARE OPEN WE ARE OPEN 
BY APPOINTMENT 

for all of your hearing needs!

Habitat for Humanity York 
County staff, volunteers, and proj-
ect partners will gather on Friday, 
April 24 at 9 a.m. to dedicate two 
new homes and celebrate the com-
pletion of the development located 
at 3 Beaver Hill Rd. in Sanford. 
The event program will include 
recognition remarks, the official 
presentation of keys, and a new 
home tour. The public is encour-
aged to attend to help welcome the 
homeowners to the neighborhood. 

According to Habitat York 
County Executive Director Jeff 
Hassel, “This is an opportunity 
to bring together the whole com-
munity to celebrate the devotion, 
hard work, and generosity of so 
many individuals and businesses 
(including the new homeowners) 
that partnered with us and the City 
of Sanford to make this dream of 
homeownership come true!” 

April Tardiff, one of the two 
Habitat York County homeowner 
partners whose homes are being 
dedicated, shared this message of 
gratitude: “We are incredibly grate-
ful to Habitat for Humanity, the 
volunteers, and partners who made 
this possible—this home is truly 
a future for our family. A special 
thank you to John Roberts, Habitat 
for Humanity’s construction man-
ager, whose leadership kept every-
thing running smoothly, and to the 
Springvale and Sanford commu-
nities for supporting families like 
ours. Seeing the pride in our four-
year-old reminds us every day that 
this experience has changed our 
lives, and we will carry that grati-
tude with us always.”

The completion of this project 
marks the conclusion of the orga-
nization’s tribute-build honoring 
President Jimmy Carter and his 
wife, Rosalynn, in recognition 
of their lifelong commitment to 
furthering the mission of Habitat 

Home dedication ceremony planned for two  
of Habitat York County’s newest homeowners

April Tardiff with Matt and son. 

for Humanity.
Since its founding in 1985, 

Habitat for Humanity York Coun-
ty has built 40 homes for partner 
families throughout York County. 
Habitat homebuyers purchase 
their homes through an affordable 
mortgage. HFHYC monthly mort-
gage payments are designed to be 
no more than 30 % of household 

income. Homeowner partnership 
with Habitat York County also re-
quires participation in home con-
struction, known as “sweat equi-
ty,” and offers support throughout 
the process, including financial 
education. Habitat for Humanity 
York County believes everyone 
deserves a safe and stable place 
to call home.

Buffy and Jeff Hassel. COURTESY PHOTOS
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Dawn Potter appointed as 
Maine’s next Poet Laureate

Governor Janet T. Mills and the 
Maine Arts Commission has an-
nounced poet and educator Dawn 
Potter as Maine’s next State Poet 
Laureate, recognizing her distin-
guished body of work and her long-
standing commitment to advancing 
poetry and literary engagement 
across the state.

Potter was selected from a slate 
of candidates who submitted ap-
plications. Following a thorough 
review process, finalists were rec-
ommended to the Governor by the 
Maine Arts Commission through 
an advisory selection committee. 
Potter will serve a five-year term as 
State Poet Laureate from July 2026 
through June 2031.

Established in 1995, the Maine 
State Poet Laureate is an honorary 
position created to promote appre-
ciation of poetry statewide, recog-
nize an accomplished Maine poet, 
and encourage public engagement 
through readings, educational pro-
grams, and community partnerships. 
The Poet Laureate participates in 
initiatives such as Poetry Out Loud 
and collaborates with organizations 
and communities across Maine to 
foster deeper connections to poetry 
and the written word.

“I am pleased to announce 
Dawn Potter as Maine’s Poet Lau-
reate, and I congratulate her on 
this special honor,” said Governor 
Mills. “As someone whose moth-

er taught English in the public 
schools, I learned early in life that 
poetry can create connections with 
people, ideas and cultures differ-
ent from our own and help us un-
derstand our world and the people 
in it. Maine has long inspired and 
attracted poets who have enriched 
our lives and made our state what 
it is today. As an accomplished 
poet and educator, Dawn Potter is 
well-prepared to connect Maine 
people of all ages with this timeless 
art form.”

Potter will succeed Julia Bou-
wsma, who has served as Maine’s 
Poet Laureate since 2021.

“Serving as Poet Laureate has 
been a tremendous honor,” said 
Julia Bouwsma. “Traveling across 
Maine to visit schools and libraries, 
support community poetry proj-
ects, and connect with poets and 
readers has reminded me that poet-
ry is deeply communal work. I’m 
grateful to everyone who shared 
their stories and love of poetry with 
me along the way. Maine is an ex-
traordinary place to be a poet.”

“I’m deeply grateful to be 
standing alongside the poets who 
have held this position before me,” 
said Dawn Potter. “All six of my 
predecessors have been a part of 
my education in poetry. All have 
shown me what it means to be an 
ambassador for the art, and I hope 
I can carry their example forward.”

As of 2024, the Poet Laureate 
receives an annual honorarium of 
$5,000, with dedicated adminis-
trative and programmatic support 
from the Maine Arts Commission.

“We are thrilled to welcome 
Dawn Potter as Maine’s next Poet 
Laureate,” said Amy Hausmann, 
Executive Director of the Maine Arts 
Commission. “Her work reflects the 
depth, curiosity, and generosity of 
Maine’s literary community, and we 
look forward to partnering with her 
over the next five years to celebrate 
poetry, amplify voices, and help 
people across the state feel seen, 
heard, and connected through the 
power of poetry.”

In celebration of National Po-
etry Month, the Maine Arts Com-
mission hosted the second annual 
Poetry Celebration at the State 
Capitol’s Hall of Flags on April 
3. The event  featured readings by 
more than thirty Maine poets, ap-
pearances by the outgoing and in-
coming Poet Laureates, and perfor-
mances by 2026 Poetry Out Loud 
State Champion Meghan Rivard 
(Maine Arts Academy), runner-up 
Pax Horn (Hall-Dale High School), 
and finalist Cole Hickey (Gardiner 
Area High School).

ABOUT DAWN POTTER: Dawn 
Potter directs poetry and teaching 
programs at Monson Arts and of-
fers online poetry classes through 
The Poetry Kitchen. She previously 

led poetry and teaching programs 
at The Frost Place for more than a 
decade and has served as a visiting 
writer at the Solstice MFA Program, 
Smith College, Endicott College, 
and numerous other institutions. In 
addition to teaching, she works as a 
manuscript consultant and freelance 
editor for literary and academic 
presses.

Potter is the author or editor of 
ten books of prose and poetry, most 
recently the poetry collection Cal-
endar. She was a finalist for the Na-
tional Poetry Series, and her mem-
oir Tracing Paradise: Two Years in 
Harmony with John Milton received 
a Maine Literary Award in Nonfic-
tion. Her work has appeared in Be-
loit Poetry Journal, The Sewanee 

Review, The Threepenny Review, 
The Times Literary Supplement, and 
many other publications. She has re-
ceived grants and fellowships from 
the Elizabeth George Foundation, 
The Writer’s Center, and the Maine 
Arts Commission. Potter lives in 
Portland, Maine, with her husband.

ABOUT THE MAINE ARTS 
COMMISSION: The Maine Arts 
Commission is an independent state 
agency that supports artists, arts 
organizations, and communities 
across all 16 counties, strengthening 
Maine’s cultural life and creative 
economy. Through grants, partner-
ships, and statewide initiatives, the 
Commission fosters public partic-
ipation in the arts and advances 
Maine’s rich artistic heritage.

Dawn Potter will assume the duties of Maine’s Poet Laureate on July 1. 
COURTESY PHOTO
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The Reporter
P.O. Box 75 • North Waterboro, ME 04061

E-mail: ads@waterbororeporter.com

247-1033 
LOCALLY OWNED AND INDEPENDENTLY OPERATED

Shop
Locally!

Thank you for supporting 
      your local newspaper!

It’s that simple!

In addition to locally promoting your business,  
your advertising dollars go directly towards 

providing these valuable services to our readers:	
	 • FREE press releases and community announcements
	 • FREE local news and stories close to home
	 • FREE engagements and birth announcements
	 • FREE non-profit community event listings
	 • FREE lost & found classified ads
	 • FREE letters to the editor and opinion columns   
	 • FREE design services & excellent customer service
	 • �DISCOUNTED ads for non-profits and towns including  

a FREE ad match for non-profit fundraisers.

These services also make The Reporter the perfect advertising  
venue for reaching your local customers who want to shop locally. 

As a FREE paper, our only source of revenue is ADVERTISING.
So, the more ads we receive, the more pages of news we can publish!

ACTON • ALFRED • BUXTON • CORNISH • DAYTON • HIRAM • HOLLIS • LEBANON • LIMERICK • LIMINGTON 
LYMAN • NEWFIELD • PARSONSFIELD • PORTER • SANFORD/SPRINGVALE • SHAPLEIGH • WATERBORO
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THANK YOU for supporting your local community 
newspaper and the businesses on these pages! 

Don’t forget to tell them you saw their ad HERE in the REPORTER.

J.R. GERRISH & SONS, LLC.
Excavating contractors & sEptic sErvicE

Free Estimates • Site Work
Septic Systems Installed
Septic Tanks Pumped
Water & Electrical Trench Work

324-4984 Jim
423-7499 Jeb

www.gerrishandsonsllc.com
jebgerrish@gmail.com
Fax 207-324-9499
Find us on FacEbook/instagram

Call or text: 207-651-9269 

Property DoctorsProperty Doctors
General Contracting ServicesGeneral Contracting Services
NEW CONSTRUCTION • REMODELING

FULL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

$25 PER WEEK • 4-WEEK MINIMUMSIZE: 3.2”W x 1.75”H FREE DESIGN SERVICE
Local Calling Cards

CALL 247-1033 • AD DEADLINE TUESDAYS AT 5 P.M. • EMAIL: ADS@WATERBOROREPORTER.COM

Firewood
Landscaping

Tree Removal
Chipper

Yard Clean-Ups
Stump Grinding

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED

TOP CUTT
Tree Service
207-423-7573
Owner - Josh
Licensed Arborist

LOCAL ENTERPRISES
SPRING YARD CLEAN-UPS

Cleaning & Hauling
 Dump Runs

Brush & Tree Removal
CALL OR TEXT 207-899-5778

$ 1 4 9  M o .$ 1 4 9  M o .

207Roofers.com207-766-3377
Te x t  o r  C a l l V i s i t  U s  o n  t h e  We b

A s  L o w  A s

$ 1 4 9  M o .

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • CONDOS

PA Y M E N T SPA Y M E N T SPA Y M E N T S

SHINGLES      METAL SHINGLES
COPPER      STANDING SEAM METAL 

www.precisionpestmaine.com
precisionpestmaine@gmail.com

YEAR ROUND 
OR TAILORED 
PLANS FOR:
Ants • Flies
Ticks • Spiders
Mosquitoes
Stinging Insects
Rodents & more

ERIC LANE – 15 Years Experience
Owner/Operator/Assoc. Certified Entomologist

207-291-0840

5 Main Street, Limerick, ME 04048

Larry Whitely Jr.  OWNER
uptownautolimerick@gmail.com

207-793-4600

SALES - SERVICE - DETAILING

1486 Sokokis Trail, N. Waterboro, ME 04061
207-651-6402 • 207-793-8378

~WOOD LOTS WANTED~

Jette 
Carpentry & Handyman

S E R V I C E S

207-850-0775 (C)
207-793-4622 (H)

jettechmanservice@gmail.com

H Light Excavation
H  Field Reclaiming - Mowing/ 

Bush Hogging / Rock & Stump Removal
H Brush Clearing / Removal
H Ditching / Grading
H Gravel Driveway Repairs / Buildup

Local
Calling 
Cards

          
  $25.00 

PER WEEK!

ONLY

4-WEEK MINIMUM

Shop
Locally!

Thank you for supporting 
      your local newspaper!

It’s that simple!



Real EstateReal Estate
To place your REAL ESTATE ad 

call 247-1033 or email 
ads@waterbororeporter.com
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NOTICES

Ad deadlineTuesdaysat 5pm

Reach 
thousands

of local
customers!

CALL 247-1033 • AD DEADLINE TUESDAYS AT 5 P.M. • EMAIL: ADS@WATERBOROREPORTER.COM

CHOOSE YOUR CATEGORY

Your ad 
here for 
only $7

TAX SERVICES

TAX PREPARATION  
JOHN FLEURY 
207-776-0055

E-file, Free consultation, 
pick up and delivery, 
Compare and save!

TREE SERVICES

TREE WORK, LOT CLEARING, 
BRUSH CLEAN UPS, LIGHT 

EXCAVATION WORK, LOGGING 
PAY MARKET VALUE, FREE 

ESTIMATES, FULLY INSURED 
CALL BRIAN 391-3086

 WATER SERVICES

AMERICAN MECHANICAL 
& PLUMBING INC. 

Plumbing and Well Pump 
Repair and Installations. 

LICENSED & INSURED 
207-650-5617 

LANDSCAPING

HOWLAND 
HEAT PUMPS

Sales, Service and 
Installation

Call for a FREE estimate
1-207-608-1941

HEATING & COOLINGACUPUNCTURE

Peck’s Family Acupuncture
813 Main Street

Waterboro, ME 04087
(207) 247-7388

www.pecksfamily
acupuncture.com

JUNK REMOVAL

PEST SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT Mice, squirrell, tick, ant & 
mosquito control. Wildlife 
relocation. Bat exclusions. 
RANGER PEST SERVICES

“Ranger” Rick Reinhard • 712-8871
rangerpestservices@yahoo.com

PORTABLE SHELTERS

SHELTERLOGIC
12'x20'x8'-round or peak-$699.00

Other shelter sizes available. 
FMI call Tom’s Small  

Engine Repair, Sanford
(207) 490-2571

HANDYMAN SERVICES

NEED HELP WITH 
YOUR PROPERTY?

We manage exisiting 
AND new projects.

Call the Property Doctors
at (207) 651-9269

PROPERTY
DOCTORS
We manage exisiting 
AND new projects.

Call or text (207) 651-9269

EXCAVATING
Frostwalls, Foundation,

Repairs, Septic Systems,
Camps Lifted, Sill Work,

Drainage, Driveways,
Demolition, Landscaping

TODD ZAGARELLA LTD. 
207-793-4111

HOME IMPROVEMENT

JUNK REMOVAL
Spring Clean-outs 
Hauling & Demo
CALL OR TEXT

207-749-5444

Precision Pest Control
Year round or tailored plans for:
Ants, Flies, Ticks, Spiders, 

Mosquitoes, Stinging 
Insects, Rodents & more!

207-291-0840
precisionpestmaine@gmail.com

LOCALLOCAL
SERVICESERVICE Directory Directory

   PER 
WEEK!

4 week
minimum

CARPENTRY & PAINTING
Expert Rotted Wood Repairs

High Quality Work
Insured • 30 Years Experience                         
Call Mark: 207-432-9637

or 603-800-9683

CARPENTRY

Southern Maine
Cleaning Services
Reliable, Fully Insured 

and locally owned!
Call or text 207-608-1218

CLEANING

Timber & Ivy Home Solutions
HANDYMAN | GARDENER

Dependable and Fully Insured
5-Star Google Reviews

www.TimberAndIvy.com
207-200-1494 CALL TODAY!

Please Recycle

CALL TODAY FOR ALL OF YOUR CALL TODAY FOR ALL OF YOUR 
LANDSCAPE & HARDSCAPE NEEDS!LANDSCAPE & HARDSCAPE NEEDS!

Lawn Installs & Repair
Edging • Mulching • Pruning • Planting
Drainage Installs
Landscape Restoration
Landscape Design 
Landscape/Hardscape Installs
Sealcoating • Hot Rubber Crack Filling

Company
owner on 
every job!

Service and Expertise 
That Bring You Home!

Tina White
Associate Broker/Realtor
Phone: 207-289-4347
Email: Twhite.re23@gmail.com
PlowmanRealtyGroup.com

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

EARTHWORK SITE FOREMAN Seeking an experienced  
Earthwork Site Foreman. This individual would assign tasks to crews as well as order  

materials and communicate with Project Managers, vendors, and project owners as well  
as other contractors on site. JOB REQUIREMENTS, PAY AND BENEFITS LISTED ONLINE.

CRUSHING PLANT OPERATOR Seeking a full-time year-round 
Crushing Plant Operator at our Waterboro facility. This individual would be responsible  

for the safe and efficient operation of the crushing plant as well as maintenance.   
JOB REQUIREMENTS, PAY AND BENEFITS LISTED ONLINE.

Call 207-929-8812, stop by in person at 
999 Narragansett Trail, Buxton, or

APPLY ONLINE AT: 
www.dearbornconstruction.com

Dearborn Brothers Construction Inc. 
999 Narragansett Trail Buxton, ME 04093

PHONE: 207-929-8812  •  FAX: 207-929-8560
EMAIL: Info@DearbornConstruction.com

NOW HIRING: Join a well-established family-owned 
business that has been constructing jobs since 1984, 
with excellent pay and complete benefits package!

WANTED TO BUY
Antiques • Silver 

Gold • Coins
CHRIS LORD 
ANTIQUES

One item or entire estate. 
Cash paid for all antiques. 
Antique jewelry, coins, silver, 
gold, paintings, clocks, lamps, 
telephones, phonographs, radios, 
nautical items, weathervanes, 
dolls & toys, pottery, military 
items, photography, swords,  
advertising signs, fountain pens,  
bottles, tools, books & much, 
much, more! Buying antiques 

for over 20 years. 
Barn and attic clean-out also.

(207) 233-5814 
ME & NH

WANTED

Your ad 
here for 
only $7

WANTED

OLD KIRBY AND 
MIELE VACUUMS 

FOR PARTS. $10-$25.
 JIMMY D’S VAC SHACK 
46 Cape Road, Hollis, ME 

04042 • 929-5353

To place your CLASSIFIED ad call 247-1033 
or email: ads@waterbororeporter.com

We Are Hiring!
Anticipated opening for a 

Town Office Manager
Salaried administrative position, 20-30 hours week.

BENEFITS INCLUDE: 100% individual health 
benefits; Flexible Schedule; Paid Holidays;  

Paid Training; and a Small collaborative office.

HOW TO APPLY: Interested candidates  
should submit a cover letter, application, and  
résumé to the Town of Dayton Select Board.  
The Town Application form can be found at 

https://www.dayton-me.gov

 
Town of Dayton
33 CLARKS MILLS ROAD, DAYTON, ME  04005

TEL: (207) 499-7526  •  FAX: (207) 499-2946

www.dayton-me.gov



also survived by siblings Lorraine 
Gilman of Alfred and David Nason 
and his wife Shelly of WV; eight 
grandchildren; sixteen great grand-
children; and many nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins.

A private graveside service 
will be held at the Highland Annex 
Cemetery in Limerick with USAF 
Honors.

Online condolences can be sub-
mitted at the Chad E. Poitras Cre-
mation and Funeral Service, East 
Waterboro, website,  www.maine-
funeral.com.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions can be made to Pin-
nacle Health and Rehab. for the 
Resident Council, 1142 Main St., 
Sanford, ME 04073.

Theresa E. Parsons 
Theresa E. Parsons, 92, of 

Springvale, died on April 5, 2026, 
at Gosnell Me-
morial Hos-
pice House in 
Scarborough, 
Maine, where 
she had been 
a patient for a 
short time.

T h e r e -
sa was born 
Jan. 20, 1934, 
in Hanover, Massachusetts, the 
daughter of Professor John Nelson 
Everson and Theresa Marie Ver-
lin. The family moved to Amherst, 
Massachusetts, when Theresa was 
2 years old.

Theresa graduated from Am-
herst High School and the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts, Amherst, 
obtaining a degree in zoology. She 
was a member of the Sigma Kappa 
sorority.

Theresa married Donald S. Par-
sons on Aug. 25, 1956. The family 
moved to Springvale in 1972, and 
she had resided in the same home 
since that time. Besides the full-
time job of raising four children, 
Theresa worked in various posi-
tions related to the medical field, 
including becoming an EMT and 
an Audiology Technician, as well 
as different secretarial positions.
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“Terry,” as she was affection-
ately called by family and friends, 
had a special interest in wildflow-
ers and birds. She loved to hike and 
to travel and was proud to have 
been to 48 states and Canada. 
She enjoyed singing throughout 
her life, participating in church 
choirs, community choruses, and 
theatre groups. Terry was active 
as a Den Mother for Boy Scouts 
of America when her boys were 
young, the local Garden Club, the 
Trafton Senior Center, and with 
the Sanford, Maine, Stage Senior 
Theatre group.

Theresa was predeceased by 
her husband and three sisters, 
Laura Kelley, Marcia Moss, and 
Margaret Everson. She is survived 
by her four children, sons David 
and his husband Terry Turner of 
Sanford; James of Casco, MI; 
Richard and his wife Christine of 
Derwood, MD; and daughter Sha-
ron and husband Paul Flanagan 
of Fayetteville, NY. Theresa also 
leaves behind 11 grandchildren, 
16 great-grandchildren, and 2 
great-great-grandchildren.

Calling hours will be from 5-7 
p.m. on Friday, May 15, at Bibber 
Memorial at Autumn Green (47 
Oak St.) in Alfred. Funeral Service 
will be held at 1 p.m. on Satur-
day, May 16, at the Alfred Parish 
Church. Burial will be at 11 a.m. 
on Monday, May 18, at North Am-
herst Cemetery in Amherst, MA. 
Memorial contributions may be 
made to Wells Reserve at Laud-
holm Farm or the Trafton Senior 
Center.

The family would like to thank 
the staff from Arcadia and Hospice 
of Southern Maine who helped 
her stay home as long as possible, 
and especially the staff at Gosnell 
House, who treated Theresa and 
her family with such care and com-
passion.

To share a memory or leave a 
message of condolence, visit www.
bibbersautumngreen.com.

Arrangements are in care of 
Bibber Memorial at Autumn Green 
47 Oak St, Alfred, ME 04002. 

Obituaries

Anita Louise Boyes 
Anita Louise Boyes, age 88, of 

Limerick, passed away on April 12, 
2026, at Pin-
nacle Health 
and Rehab. in 
Sanford.

She was 
born on July 
9, 1937, in 
Limerick, a 
daughter of 
the late Elmer 
and Beatrice 
(Morin) Nason and graduated from 
Manchester High School in Man-
chester, New Hampshire.

Shortly after graduation, Ani-
ta enlisted into the United States 
Air Force and proudly served our 

Anita Louise 
Boyes

Theresa E.  
Parsons

EMPLOYMENT

NOTICE

Here for you 
since 1882

BUXTON • Portland Rd. & Rte. 202 • 929-8200
SACO • 365 Main Street • 282-0562  www.dcpate.com

Dennett, Craig & Pate
              Funeral Home and                 Cremation Services

Honoring the loss 
of your loved ones and 
celebrating their life...

the Denne� , Craig & Pate diff erence

Trust - Caring - Peace of Mind. Proudly Serving York County and Beyond

Poitras Funeral Homes
www.mainefuneral.com

Chad E. Poitras Cremation 
and Funeral Service Chapel  

BUXTON 929-3723

Chad E. Poitras Cremation 
and Funeral Service Chapel  

E. WATERBORO 929-3723

Poitras, Neal & York 
Funeral Home 

CORNISH 625-3221

Waterboro 
location 

now open!
125 SOKOKIS TRAIL
EAST WATERBORO

TOWN OF ACTON
JOB OPPORTUNITY

The Town of Acton is currently accepting resumes  
for an Assistant Office Clerk. This position will  

serve as an Assistant Town Clerk/Tax Collector and  
an Office Assistant to the Administrator. Duties will  

vary day-to-day, as needed, in an office environment. 
The ideal candidate will have strong Word and Excel 

skills. Additionally, the chosen person will have strong 
organizational skills. The position will be 36 hours per 

week, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 8am – 5pm and 
Thursdays 10am - 7pm. Compensation will be between 

$22.00-$24.00 an hour. The Town of Acton offers a  
variety of benefits, which can be found in their personal 

policy on their website at www.actonmaine.org.  
Resumes should be delivered to the Town Administrator, 
either in person or by email at jroux@actonmaine.org.  

The Town of Acton is an EOE and reserves the right to 
reject any and all resumés. Position shall remain open 

until a suitable candidate is selected.
Town of Acton – 35 H Road Acton Maine 04001

To place an
obituary, 

EMAIL:
news@waterboro

reporter.com

TOWN OF ACTON
Invitation to Bid - 

Brush Removal and Chipping
The Town of Acton is currently accepting sealed bids 
for brush removal and chipping at the Acton Transfer 

Station, 1114 H Road, Acton, Maine, 04001. 
For bidding purposes, bidders can view the brush pile 

by contacting the Transfer Station Superintendent, 
John Rouleau, during normal business hours.   

(Transfer Station Hours are Mondays from 8:00 am  
to 2 pm; Wednesdays from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm; 
Saturdays from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm and Sundays 
from 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm (June 1st – Labor Day).

Bids must be hand delivered or mailed to the Town 
Hall/Town Administrator’s office, 35 H Road, Acton, 
Maine 04001, ATTN: Chipping Bid by Wednesday at 
4 pm on May 6, 2026.  No bids will be accepted at 

the Transfer Station. The winning bidder must provide 
proof of liability insurance and also workers comp 

insurance, if applicable.
Bids will be reviewed at the Select Board’s meeting 

that same evening; you do not have to be present for 
your bid to be considered. The Select Board reserves 

the right to reject any and or all bids.

country.  During her enlistment 
while stationed in San Antonio, 
she met and married Walter Earl 
Boyes Jr.

She enjoyed handcrafts such 
as quilting, knitting, crocheting, 
making hats and mittens, playing 
computer games, reading and trav-
eling. She also enjoyed bowling 
and traveled throughout the coun-
try in tournaments. In her late 70’s, 
she even tried white water rafting.

Anita is predeceased by her 
husband Walter Boyes Jr.; and a 
daughter Tammy Lynne Boyes.

She is survived by her children: 
Earl Boyes and his wife Barbara of 
Myrtle Beach, SC; Gale Boyes of 
Mesa, AZ; Kenneth Boyes and his 
wife Dora of Newport News, VA; 
Gloria Poole of Limerick; Suzan-
na Boyes of Limerick; and Scott 
Boyes of Indian Gulch, AZ. She is 

Thank you for reading!

LETTERS
ICE took my tenant

On Aug. 25, 2025, ICE agents 
detained Hossam Mohamed in our 
backyard in Kennebunk. A legal 
Egyptian asylum seeker, Hossam 
moved into my apartment in May 
2023. He had recently fled Egypt 
where he was beaten by authori-
ties and a close friend committed 
suicide. Hossam and his friend had 
been protesting Eyptian government 
oppression of LGBTQ+ individuals.

Despite struggling with PTSD, 
Hossam is a dynamic young per-
son and quickly became a beloved 
community member. He volun-
teered at New School in Ken-
nebunk, sharing his passion for 
teaching history. He worked in 
several businesses in town; Wall-
ingford Farm, Smoke BBQ and 
Hannaford Supermarket.

Since his abduction and disap-
pearance, Hossam has been in 6 
detention facilities across 5 states 
and has had 4 judges. His sponsor 
and attorney have been feverish-
ly working to fulfill the court’s 
requirements. One challenge oc-
curred on the morning of Feb. 11 
(his court date) when ICE agents 
moved Hossam from Rhode Is-
land to Texas without court per-
mission. This has left the court 
uncertain how to proceed, as the 
merit hearing already took place 
in Boston, a different jurisdiction. 

Hossam has now been held in a 
detention center for eight months. 
His health has suffered. He is in 
constant fear for his life since de-
portation to Egypt would likely be 
a death sentence. His friends try to 
bouy his spirits via zoom when-
ever a judge considers his case. It 
is hard to imagine my own fellow 
Americans treating people like 
this. Yet my home in quiet Ken-
nebunk has been invaded and a 
dear friend who seeks only asylum 
from inhumane treatment is locked 
away in a distant cell. 

– Ellen Callaway 
Kenebunk
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OPEN HOUSE Saturday, April 18, 11am – 1pm

OPEN HOUSE Saturday, April 18, 1:30 – 3:30pm

202 Beaver Brook Rd., 
Limerick, Maine
Wonderful lakefront ranch 
on 1.6 acres with 680 
feet of owned frontage in  
private cove. Open concept  
kitchen - living - dining 
rooms, large carport,  
generator and metal roof.   
Very well maintained and  
PRE-NSPECTED!  $519K

59 Crescent Dr., North 
Waterboro, Maine
Beautiful Colonial on level 
lot right to the shores of 
Lake Arrowhead. Soaring 
ceilings, multiple sliders 
with fabulous lake views 
and a primary suite you 
will LOVE. Three beds, 
2.5 baths, docks and all  
appliances. Granite kitchen, 
family room and lots of 
storage. $659K

DIANE GRAY
BROKER/Owner
Cell: 207-632-1943 
P.O. Box 105 
North Waterboro, ME 04061
treelinetoshoreline.com
A veteran/woman owned company 
proudly serving our community!R  E  A  L  T  Y

(207) 247-3232

Treeline y
Shoreline 

Call, Text,Call, Text,
or Message or Message 

Diane!Diane!

From York County 
Audubon

Shorebirds 
in Maine

Protecting our beach-nesting 
Plovers and migratory birds

York County Audubon invites the community to a 
special program at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, April 21, when 
Laura Zitske will present the incredible progress 
that’s been made in protecting our shorebirds. This 
program will be held in the Mather Auditorium at the 
Wells Reserve and will also be streamed via Zoom.  

Each spring, endangered Piping Plovers and Least 
Terns return to nest and raise their young on southern 
Maine beaches.  They are two of Maine’s most iconic 
and threatened bird species.  For more than 35 years, 
Maine Audubon and our partners have worked with 
local residents, landowners, and visitors to ensure 
that endangered birds, wildlife, and people can safely 
share the beach.

In this talk, Laura will highlight some of the proj-
ect’s successes and challenges over the past 45 years, 
including Maine’s exciting increases in the Piping 
Plover population. She will explore what makes plo-
vers such remarkable birds and discuss the collabora-
tive successes of Maine Audubon’s work with part-
ners. Although Maine’s Piping Plovers are currently 
in a good place, there is always more work to be done 
to protect them and other migratory shorebirds. Learn 
about the incredible journeys of some species that 
stop along our coastline and how we can work to-
gether to help protect some of our most vulnerable 
feathered friends. For more information, visit https://
maineaudubon.org/projects/plovers-terns.

This program will be free and open to all ages, and 
no registration is required for attending the program 
in person. It will also be live-streamed via Zoom.  To 
view it via Zoom, you’ll need to register in advance at 
www.yorkcountyaudubon.org.  After registering, you 
will receive a confirmation email containing informa-
tion about joining the meeting. 

Piping Plovers. 
COURTESY PHOTO BY MAINE AUDUBON

ARE YOU HOLDING A ARE YOU HOLDING A 
NON-PROFIT NON-PROFIT 
FUNDRAISER?FUNDRAISER?

Purchase an advertisement 
here in the REPORTER and 

receive a second week FREE! 
(1/8 PAGE MIN. $76  

REQUIRED PURCHASE)
CALL 247-1033 OR EMAIL 

ads@waterbororeporter.com


